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Minutes of the Parish Annual Meeting held Monday May 23rd 2011 in Shobdon Community room at

7-00pm.





.

Present    Chair.
Chairman of Parish Council Mr Phil Sharp

County Councillor Roger Phillips

Mr Henry James, Marches Media

8 Parishioners

Parish Clerk. Ann Kent-Phillips

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and introducing Parish Councillors present, the clerk and the speakers.

1. Apologies. Mrs Jacqui Weight, Mrs Anne Walker, WPC Joanne Ellis (West Mercia Police), Mr Mike Bolton (B.W.C.L). 

2
MinutesCopies of the minutes of the Annual Meeting held April 26th 2010 were circulated. 

Mr W. Stokes proposed they be signed as a true record. Passed unanimously.

      3.
Chairman’s Report


The year ended on an election in which Anne Walker replaced Chris Williams. 

 He is thanked for all his hard work and input given the time he was in office.

 April 2010 saw the opening of the pedestrian crossing  which is well used. Vandalism meant the Bar Meadow play equipment was repaired to good as new.

The village acquired six new litter bins during May, and Mrs Jacqui Weight volunteered to be the new Community Emergency Co-ordinator.

A parish walk with Amey, (highways) resulted in some of the necessary road repairs being carried out.

Herefordshire Council’s consultations on “Shaping our Place” resulted in Shobdon being designated a rural hub. (i.e. a larger village with a shop, P/O, pub and school). This will eventually replace the existing U.D.P.

The Parish Council decided to wait until all the new build in the village is completed before updating the Parish Plan. This will give new parishioners their chance to have a say in the future of the village.

Mr Trevor Freeston has been accepted as the Shobdon Public Footpaths Officer. Any concerns can be addressed to him or alternately the clerk.

The village hall storage shed extension has been completed. Congratulations to the village hall committee for all the improvements they have made, and also to Youth Club leaders and the Playschool organisers for two successful organisations.

Speed restrictions for the village will see the west end of the village drop from 40mph to 30 mph whilst at the eastern end either a 40mph buffer zone or the 30mph extended to the cemetery are under discussion.

School numbers are on the increase. 

New build 106 money has been used to extend school classroom space and help the football, cricket and Luctonians sports clubs. A new multipurpose play area at Shobdon Oaks will be completed before the developers disappear.

Shobdon was one of the first parishes in Herefordshire where the police attend a majority of the Parish Council meetings and also hold surgeries in the village shop once a month.

The Parish Council is represented on outside bodies such as the airfield committee, Neighbourhood Watch, Kingspan Trust and the two village Trusts.

The Lengthsman scheme is still in operation maintaining the by-roads and village green areas.

Thanks are given to all persons who help in various ways to keep Shobdon running smoothly. Especially Simon Arbuthnott and his team for producing the excellent village newsletter and all the advertisers for their support. Councillor Roger Phillips for his advice and co-operation on Shobdon issues, Mrs Kent-Phillips, Parish Clerk, Parish Councillors who are on various village committees, Mr Martin Lovell for the web site.

For a trial period the Parish Council will meet on the second Monday in the month at 7-45pm

Parishioners are reminded they can speak for 15 minutes at any Parish Council meeting and although the subject may not be discussed at that meeting, if not resolved before, it may appear on the next agenda. 

The Parish Council is your Council let us keep working together for the good of the Parish.

4. West Mercia Police.
Apologies being received from their representative, parishioners present were given the opportunity to introduce themselves.
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5.County Councillor Roger Phillips.
He presented each with a written report. 

All were thanked for their support in re electing him. There have been lots of developments in the Parish and he has worked with both the headmistress, Vicky Hancock and shop proprietor, Martin Lovell, to gain the improvements. He was involved in the background work which has resulted in the commencement of major repair work at Shobdon Church.

Mr Simon Arbuthnott has been appointed Lord High Sheriff of Herefordshire.

The police are working closely with the Youth Club, and Playschool goes from strength to strength which will eventually benefit the school.

The Localities Bill, currently going through Parliament, will mean that Communities will, in future, be involved on deciding numbers and sites of new build in Shobdon Parish.

Wigmore High School, Shobdon is in the catchment area, has been rated one of the best and is looking to go forward to academy status.

He stated it has been a pleasure to represent Shobdon and the lack of numbers at Parish Council meetings and in the hall this evening should be taken that parishioners are satisfied with the status quo.

6.Marches Media.

The Chairman introduced Henry James from Marches Media, which is hoping to bring a faster broadband to Shobdon via fibre optic cable. It was noted that the Parish Council is not endorsing the product but is willing to listen to his presentation.

He explained the Company was set up following a seminar by Jesse Norman. The idea is to bring supervised broadband to the area by connecting the existing green BT boxes to a fibre optic network.

This already exists in the village, it was put in for Cargill and Marches Media hope to tap into their link. The company has been trying for some time to obtain from BT a map of the existing network and the cost of a licence to join the fibre optic. When it has this information a monthly charge to subscribers can be worked out. The speed of the new system will upgrade from the existing .5mgto 2mg to an average 14.5mg.

The closer a subscriber is to the green box the faster the response will be which is the reason for working on an average speed.

Once a cost is decided the Company will investigate the percentage of interested households to see if the project is viable. Answers from BT are expected by Wednesday next. If viable the next step is to get planning permission for their own green box to be installed next to BT’s existing ones.

Should the Cargill link project fail there are two more options for connecting available but they are more expensive. Marches Media will not be seeking grants but will use subscribers and investors money.

Because it will be using current technology and renting a telephone line it will be offering a telephone/broadband package as well.

After answering questions he was thanked by the chairman.

7. Questions from the floor.

A parishioner requests that Simon Arbuthnott be invited next year to give a report on his first year as Lord High Sheriff.

The chairman thanked all for coming and invited them to stay for refreshments.

The meeting closed at 8-15pm

Signed……………………………………………….     Dated……………………………….

