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Minutes of the Parish Annual Meeting held Monday April 27th 2009 in Shobdon Community room at

7-30pm.





.

Present    Chair.
Chairman of Parish Council Mr Phil Sharp

Councillor Roger Phillips, Leader of Herefordshire Council

WPC Sharon Wilson. West Mercia Police 




CSO Donna Jones West Mercia Police




Reverend N. Read and Mr J. Andrews Representatives of Arrowvale Environment Group 

14 Parishioners

Parish Clerk. Ann Kent-Phillips

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and gave an explanation of the Law regarding Parish meetings when any parochial subject may be discussed.

1.
 Apologies. None.

2.
 Minutes
Copies of the minutes of the Annual Meeting held May 19th 2008 were circulated. 

Mr S.MacDonald proposed they be signed as a true record. Passed unanimously.

3. The chairman introduced all the Parish Councillors, Parish Clerk and the speakers.

 4.Chairman’s Report

This year with the resignation of Mr Joff Roberts, Mrs Jacqui Weight was co-opted to the Parish Council.

Thanks are given to all persons who help in various ways to keep Shobdon running smoothly. Especially Simon Arbuthnott and his team for producing the excellent village newsletter and all the advertisers for their support. Councillor Roger Phillips for his advice and co-operation on Shobdon issues, Mrs Kent-Phillips, Parish Clerk, Parish Councillors who are on various village committees, airfield committee, neighbourhood watch and both Village Trusts, and Mr Martin Lovell for the web site.

 Lack of support for the events organised by the Village Hall committee may mean the Parish Council having to look at subsidising the hall income through the precept in the future.

The new water works pipeline through the village was completed without too much upheaval, but sewerage is an ongoing problem.

The new footpath from the memorial to the cemetery has been completed. Thanks are due to Corbett Farms Ltd for donating the land and Councillor Phillips for negotiating with Highways on behalf of Shobdon to get the job completed. The 30mph will, hopefully, now be extended to the cemetery. The proposed and long awaited crossing is held up whilst the one objection is addressed. When completed the adjoining footpath will be widened to take pushchairs and wheelchairs. Most of the issues raised in the Parish Plan have now been completed. The outstanding one is the proposed footbridge alongside the bridge, this will involve the landowners on either side of the brook being approached, but at the present there is no more money available for this project.

The Park and Stride car park has had a height restriction barrier erected and the park is well used. Mr Lovell was thanked for allowing his CCTV to cover the car park.

Playschool closed during the year and despite a vigorous but in vain effort by the Parish Council to find a replacement it is pleased to support the new Shobdon Arches preschool group, which is starting later this month.

With school numbers near to the danger figure it is hoped the Birches development will start soon. 

The scheme called the Parish Initiative which means Highways descend on the Parish for one day in March, June, September and December to carry out small road works. They have to be notified of any jobs, e.g. potholes, one month before they are due, so if any parishioner notices a fault inform the Parish clerk.

The Lengthsman continues to keep the side roads in order, again if there is a problem inform the Clerk.

The Parish Council was approached by the village youth for help to find somewhere they can ride their bikes without having to travel to Wigmore or Kingsland. It owns no land so The Marches Housing Association was approached to investigate if a load of soil could be tipped onto the play field at the rear of the Grove. Unfortunately Health and Safety advised against the idea so with regret and apologies to the village youth it can do no more.

Vandalism is again raising its head with the school premises receiving the brunt of it. The play area, phone box and Methodist Chapel have also been targeted. 

Detailed updates of Parish Council activities appear on the notice board, web site and in the Newsletter.

Parishioners are reminded they can speak for 15 minutes before any Parish Council meeting and although the subject may not be discussed at that meeting if not resolved before, it may appear on the next agenda. 
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The Parish Council is your Council let us keep working together for the good of the Parish.

5.West Mercia Police
WPC Sharon Wilson introduced herself and her colleague CSO Donna Jones, although this is a fairly crime free area she repeated the Chairman’s appeal to report vandalism. One can contact them on the Kington Rural direct number or by e-mail. They deal with community issues and have 26 Parishes within their area, which they try to cover each day.

The Chairman thanked them and promised a Neighbourhood Watch meeting will be arranged.

6. Arrowvale Environment Group.

Reverend Nick Read, Agricultural Chaplin for the Diocese introduced Mr John Andrews and then explained this was a group from the five local parishes of like-minded people who ask “what can we do” to further the idea of reducing carbon footprints. 

They work with local schools, and would like to work with Parish Councils, on events to give people small bite sized steps to make them think of how they can reduce their personal carbon footprints. 

Ideas such as growing your own food, adequate insulation of homes, alternative energy.

Question: Although none has been requested, could allotments be formed in Shobdon? 

Answer: There is no land available through the Parish Council but there may be Glebe land. Mr John Andrews will investigate and report.

Question: Alternative energy, what is the Group’s stance on wind farms.

Answer: They are not as efficient as the government would have you believe. Will only be supported if they are suitable for the site proposed. Waterpower is better and solar power the best.

Question: Home insulation, can you give advice re names of companies and what grants are available?

Answer; Grants are available from Herefordshire Council and they would use their own Companies.

Mr Andrews recommended everyone watch Al Gores film if they have a chance.

The Chairman thanked both and he introduced 

7.Councillor Phillips.

He presented everyone with a written report. Government still under funds Herefordshire Council, but over the last two years 7 million pounds have been saved. The Economic downturn has seen a drop in the value of investments. The Council will maintain its weekly bin collection, but a new wheelie bin fortnightly recycling collection will start in November. 

He will continue to work for the benefit of Shobdon parish.

8 Questions and Answers.
Question: Is there any news on the site at Shobdon Rock?

Answer: Councillor Phillips has been informed this site is in his remit but he knows of no further development.

The police representatives assured him it is not in Shobdon Parish but lies on the boundary of Aymestry Parish. 

Question: The police representatives were thanked by Mr Glen Jones for all the work they have done with regard to Pearl Lake problems. He asked if more could be done for the village youth so that they were not inclined towards vandalism because they were bored?

Answer. The police stated they would support any suggestions for activities but they needed names or concrete evidence before they could help to stop the vandalism.

Question: Why cannot the youth use the school football field?

Answer: A responsible adult has to be present because of the insurance. 

Question? Could a youth club be resurrected?

Answer. Yes if someone could be found to run it. The youth need to be involved in the organisation then hopefully they will “police” it themselves.

The Parish Council will put it on their agenda and Mr Macdonald was asked to approach the school governors for their support as well.

There being no further questions the Chairman thanked all for coming and invited them to stay for refreshments.

The meeting closed at 8-55pm.

Signed……………………………………………………….       Dated……………………………………… 

