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Draft minutes of the meeting held on Monday February 23rd 2009 in the Shobdon Community Room at 

7-45pm.

Attendance
Chairman.
Mr. P. Sharp


Mr. S. Macdonald


Mr. M. Williams

Mr W. Stokes

Mr. A. Sheers

Mr C. Williams

Parish Clerk. Mrs A. Kent-Phillips.
Councillor Roger Phillips

Police representatives PC Sharon Wilson and PCSO Donna Jones.

1. Parishioners Mr & Mrs Henwood and Mr M. Lovell.
Mr Henwood wished to know who had sanctioned the site of the proposed crossing, since it was his and his wife’s opinion that it would be in totally the wrong position regarding visibility and safety matters. He also felt it would lull children into a false sense of security when crossing the road. Why could not the hedge at the end of the existing path be cut back and the footpath extended?

The Chairman stated that the Parish Plan had highlighted a need for a pedestrian crossing and the scheme had the unanimous support of the Parish Council he explained the Highways department, along with police approval, decided on the location. 

Councillor Roger Phillips was invited to answer the questions raised. The hedge is privately owned so the highways cannot cut it back enough to make any difference to visibility. This section of road has many pitfalls and the position chosen is the only sensible place, anti skid surfacing will be laid both sides of the crossing, warning roundels and signs will be installed. Shields will be erected over the lights. He will present all comments made to the relevant departments, but warned the answer could be         

there or nowhere.

Mr Lovell said he agreed with the need for a crossing but after two years of disruption by services he was very concerned over the safety of customers both entering and leaving the two car parks and with awkward access due to traffic lights, his subsequent loss of earnings. He wanted reassurance the project would be managed safely, sensitively and as quickly as possible to avoid too much interruption.

Councillor Phillips stated he has already pointed out to the contractors they will be “observed” by the general public daily because of the position of the works.

This ended public time and the Chairman thanked them for coming and invited them to stay for the remainder of the meeting.  

2. The Clerk introduced Mrs Jacqueline Weight as the only applicant for the vacant position of Councillor. She gave a brief history of herself and answered all questions. Mr S. Mcdonald proposed she be offered the position, seconded by Mr W. Stokes and passed unanimously. She signed the acceptance form and the history book. All Councillors took the opportunity to check their Notification of Interests forms and alterations will be forward to the monitoring officer. 

3. Apologies. None 

4.  Declaration of Interest. None

 5.
Minutes of the meeting held January 19th.    Approved.

Standing Orders were suspended for reports from the police representatives and Councillor Phillips. 

Mrs P. Ticehurst has agreed to become the Neighbourhood Watch representative for Moor Meadow. They suggested an early Neighbourhood Watch meeting probably in June or July. (Agreed). 

A parishioner reported since the re-opening of the Pembridge Traveller’s site there is a problem of “lamping” on the airfield. He was advised to contact the police direct as they have 24 hours cover whereas CSO’s have designated hours.

Councillor Phillips stated the cemetery footpath is on course and he would investigate the closure of Ledicot Lane mix up. The suggested bridge footway needs to be put on hold, as there will be no more significant work done in Shobdon until 106 money is forthcoming from the proposed building developments. 

Standing orders were reinstated and items 9 and 10 brought forward to enable Councillor Phillips to leave.

9. Annual Parish Meeting. Proposed date Monday April 27th at 7.30pm, accepted unanimously.

Arrowvale Environment Group, the police and Councillor Phillips be invited to speak.

10. Annual Parish Council meeting. Proposed date Monday May 18th at 7-45pm, accepted unanimously.
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6. Information.

6.1 Noted

6.2 RoSPA inspection 2009, week commencing April 14th. All remedial work to be completed by that date.

6.3 Noted

7. Finance.
7.1. Agreed

7.2. Signed.

8. Planning
8.1 Noted

11. Village youth. Clerk has contacted Marches Housing and will meet with their representative a.s.a.p.

12. Progress reports.
12.1. Car park. Parents are requesting a salt bin for use when ice is apparent. Salt bin for private use costs £110.  Request denied because salt will break up the surface of car park. If ice is around the school will be closed.

12.2. Village Hall. Rent charges are to be decreased. Hall launch proposed 4/4/09.Whist Drive March 31st. Prizes required.

12.3. Playgroup. It has been registered with Ofsted for 18 children and anticipates opening the week after Easter. Emergency funds offer has not been taken up.

12.4. Bar Meadow amenity area. Mr C. Williams will contact Councillors with dates to complete repairs etc.

12.5. Airfield complaints committee, this was a meeting to organise the committee. Shobdon Parish Council will chair the three meetings for one year. Mr Stokes to take the chair. Next meeting 15/4/09

13. Items for next meeting.  Ongoing items.

14. Date of next meeting March 30th 2009 at 7-45pm.

Meeting closed at 9-10pm

Signed……………………………………………..             Dated……………………………………     

