DRAFT MINUTES OF SHOBDON PARISH ANNUAL MEETING
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Minutes of the Parish Annual Meeting held Monday May 21st 2007 in Shobdon Community room at

8-00pm.





.

Present    Chair.
Chairman of Parish Council Mr Phil Sharp

Councillor Roger Phillips, Leader of Herefordshire Council 




PC Sharon Wilson West Mercia Police




CSO Donna Jones West Mercia Police




21 Parishioners

Parish Clerk. Ann Kent-Phillips

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.

1.
 Apologies. Were received from Mr Andrew Sheers.

2.
 Minutes
Copies of the minutes of the last Annual Meeting held May15th 2006 were circulated. 

Mr S.MacDonald proposed they be signed as a true record, seconded by Mr C. Williams and passed unanimously.

3. The chairman introduced all the Parish Councillors, Parish Clerk and the speakers. 

Thanks go to Mr Rob Bufton for his input into the Parish Council. 

4.
His decision not to stand for re election leaves a vacancy for which the Parish Councillors may co opt providing it is completed by June 21st. Anyone interested to give their name to the Clerk. A decision will be made at the next meeting. Closing date will be May 29th.

5.
Chairman’s Report

As detailed updates of Parish Council activities appear in the Village Newsletter, on the village notice board and the web site, the Chairman made a brief report on the past year.

There are many Parishioners who help the Council in so many different ways it would be impossible to name them all but special thanks go to Mrs Kent-Phillips, the Parish Clerk, to Mr Simon Arbuthnott for the production of the village newsletter, and Mrs Jayne Sharp for organising the advertisements, which mainly offset the cost of the newsletter, and finally to Mr Martin Lovell for allowing the Council to join him on his web site. This has experienced 59,000 hits in a two-month period. He will welcome any input news on parish activities from any person or club.

Parishioners are welcome to come along at 7-45pm and speak on any subject before a Parish Council meeting and stay to the meeting if they so wish. Subject raised in this 15 minutes will not be discussed at that evening’s meeting but may be on the next agenda or resolved before the next meeting.

Councillors are represented on various village committees and both village trusts. The Council oversaw the purchase and installation of the village hall kitchen and was involved in the Supplementary Planning Brief on the infill site next to the Birches. Herefordshire Council adopted the document.

Sewerage is an ongoing problem with the promised camera survey not yet materialising. Misleading figures from the human traffic census were questioned and with an automatic census now taking place, initial figures have proved Shobdon to have traffic figures as high as some major roads. The new figures will help gain future road improvements. A Community Access Point (C.A.P.) was turned down because of lack of interest.

A grant from Kingspan Trust has enabled the purchase of a new self-closing gate for the Bar Meadow play area. This will be installed shortly.

A new car park with a linked footpath directly into the school is being constructed with financial help from Herefordshire Council, Kingspan trust and Tarmacadam Western Ltd. This will provide a safer route to school.

The village newsletter continues to appear three times a year. Researching news is always a problem, if anyone would like to contribute please send copy to Simon Arbuthnott, the editor.

Shobdon has joined the Lengthsman Scheme. If any problem arises on the back roads notify the Clerk and she will instruct Inside-Out, our contractor. They cannot touch the main “B” road.

There is a Police surgery at 7-30pm before every Parish Council meeting when parishioners are welcome to bring any problem to the attention of West Mercia Police.

6.West Mercia Police
P.C. Sharon Wilson introduced herself and her role as the Shobdon liaison officer. C.S.O. Donna Jones then explained her role, which does not have the full powers of a police person, but supports the police. They deal with ongoing issues such as anti social behaviour. 
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7. Councillor Roger Phillips.
He has been re elected Leader of Herefordshire Council and thanked those persons present who voted for him in the recent election and the Parish Council for their support.

Shobdon is on the map with both Mr Lovell at Shobdon Stores and Mr Jones at Pearl Lake Leisure Park winning national awards. Hereford news, the Archive service is in the last stages of a rebuild, a tourism partnership arranged, Hereford Primary Care Trust saved from a merger on condition it works closely with Herefordshire Council. A year ago all were batting for West Mercia Police it was also saved from a merger. Adult social care budget is still the largest financial burden; by 2014 dementia care will rise by another 700. Shobdon School received an extremely good report in the Ofsted examination and Wigmore School goes from strength to strength. Recycling started in the village in March. The traffic box installed finally proved conclusively that Shobdon not Eardisley had the highest level of traffic. Using this information it helped obtain 106 planning gain and already £10,000 has been allocated for village use. The cemetery footpath is still on the cards, with the Corbett Family giving and allowing the hedge to be removed has meant it cannot be started until October, after the nesting season. A road crossing is also on the cards.

In August 06 the Supplementary Planning Brief was adopted and the developers have been warned they do not use it as their base document at their peril. Everyone agrees the ongoing sewerage problems have to be sorted first. A Freight Partnership with local haulers has been formed, hopefully to the advantage of both parties.

8. The Chairman invited questions from the floor.
Heartstart are running a free course on Thursday June 28th at 7pm. All are welcome.

Q. Moor Meadow resident’s report they have called out Welsh Water twice because of sewerage back up and overflow between houses 42 to 48. Can anything be done?

A. The Parish Council is already in contact with Welsh Water regarding a promised camera survey. Councillor Phillips suggests the PC write to the local MP and Welsh Water and also for anyone having problems to take note of time and date and if possible supporting photographs so that a diary can be built up as evidence.

Q. Moor Meadow is experiencing frequent loss of power, presumably from a faulty connection at the top end of the estate. Also the road is in a deplorable state. Can the Council help?

A. PC will write to EON regarding repairs/ replacement and Marches Housing. Councillor Phillips will report the road state to Mr Davies, Highways and discover if the road is adopted or not.

Q. Lorries hitting a dip in the road by the school flashing sign are a noise nuisance. 

A. Councillor Phillips will include this subject when reporting the above.

Q. Residents of Canterbury Road drew attention to the speed of vehicles accelerating from the junction and also coming in from the Pembridge end, as they do not slow down until the junction. Can traffic-slowing methods be deployed?

A. Humps and chicanes are not always the answer. It is possible to hire the S.I.D. device from Kingsland but that involves providing a special holder to put it in also the criteria for a site may not apply to Canterbury Road.

PC Sharon Wilson will investigate with traffic enforcement if a hand held radar gun can be used.

Q. Residents of Moor Meadow complain that children are playing football on the Estates open spaces and the ball is hitting doors and windows of the bungalows. Help!

A. Residents to give names of any known children to CSO Donna Jones after the meeting.

Q. Residents of the Grove also report street football because the Marches Housing did not complete the football field. Cars are being driven up onto the field. Rats and barking dog also a nuisance.

A. Parish Council will write and remind Vicky Layton of the Marches of the promise to develop the playing field, after the parents had cleared it. The Clerk will include the subjects of the rats and cars and suggest removable bollards. The rats and the barking dog is the Environmental Health officer’s jurisdiction, residents need to complain to him direct. CSO Donna Jones stated that she and Vicky Layton would be carrying out a monthly walk about on the Grove, when residents can approach them with any complaints.

Q. When the footpath to the cemetery is completed will the 30mph be moved?

A. It is still on the cards. Parking at the cemetery is the Church’s responsibility; a meeting is to be arranged with them to discuss a suitable area for a car park.

The Chairman thanked all for coming and invited them to stay for refreshments the meeting closed at 9.10pm

Signed…………………………………………..    Dated…………………………….

