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Draft minutes of the meeting held on Monday March 30th 2009 in the Shobdon Community Room at 

7-45pm.

Attendance
Chairman.
Mr. P. Sharp


Mr. S. Macdonald


Mr. M. Williams

Mr W. Stokes

Mr. A. Sheers

Mrs. Jacqui Weight

Parish Clerk. Mrs A. Kent-Phillips.
Councillor Roger Phillips

1. Mrs Tina Wood, Housing Development Officer, Strategic Housing. She gave an explanation of the housing needs study, a statutory duty that has to be carried out by Herefordshire Council. She outlined the new criteria for parishioners to be considered for affordable housing and proposed a consultation day (2/9/09) alongside the questionnaire. There are three sites in Shobdon, 2 bungalows at Bar Meadow, the Taylor Woodrow development and a possible 4houses and 4 flats at The Birches garage after answering questions it was suggested she used the web site and the village newsletter in August to advertise the survey. A proposal that the Parish Council support the idea of the survey was passed unanimously.
2. Apologies.  Mr C. Williams (e-mail).
3. Declaration of Interest. None

 4.
Minutes of the meeting held February 23rd.    Approved.

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.25pm to enable Councillor Phillips to give his report.

The zebra crossing will be delayed since the one objection has to be addressed which will involve a report going before the minister. Schools are experiencing a national problem with the number of rising fives dropping. Herefordshire by 8% against last year’s figures. Shobdon School will have a total of 50 pupils; this is close to the danger point of 46. County unemployment has risen by 50% since January.

Standing Orders reinstated at 8-35pm

5. Information sheet.  Considered.

5.1 New Publication Scheme (Freedom of Information Act 2000)

A proposal by Mr W. Stokes that Shobdon Parish Council adopt the scheme was passed unanimously.

5.2 Lengthsman Scheme. The current funding will reduce in 2010. A proposal by Mr S. Macdonald that provision be made in next year’s precept to enable this worthwhile scheme to continue. Passed unanimously.

6. Finance.

6.1 Agreed

6.2 Agreed
7. Planning.  Update received

8. Correspondence from the Marches Housing refusing permission was read. The Parish Council cannot proceed further because it has no ground available, Explanation will be put in the newsletter.

9. Reports:
9.1 Village Hall. Three Trustees have resigned. All maintenance work has been completed. Playschool to reopen but will be using the entrance to the left of the building. Cleaner’s area to be used as a cloakroom and cleaners cupboard to be in other lobby opposite toilets. Permission has been given for their equipment to be left out providing no one else has booked the Community Room, in this instance it must be cleared from the room. Hereford Voluntary Action Group is holding an information day on Saturday 4th April 10am to 2pm. Local groups are welcome to site a display. Mr Macdonald will be on hand as the Parish Council representative. A fundraising whist drive tomorrow night. Prizes required. 200+ club, 2009/10 fees are now due before the April draw.

9.2 Bar Meadow amenity area. It is essential the broken gates and hinges be removed before the inspection the week after Easter. Chris Williams to be contacted for a date and time when he is able to organise this project.

9.3 Car Park. A Mr Christian Sills has damaged the height restriction bar with a trailer. He is captured on CCTV and several witnesses were present. His repair is not acceptable to the Parish Council and he will be requested to either make good the damage or the Parish Council will have it repaired and look to him for reimbursement. The Clerk will write a soon as Mr Sheers forwards his address. 

No.11/08    Page 15

10. Items for next meeting.  Ongoing items. Airfield meeting 15/4/09 report

11. Date of next meeting Annual Parish Meeting May 18th at 7-45pm.

Meeting closed at 9-15pm

Signed……………………………………………..             Dated……………………………………     

