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	   Leominster Local Policing Team Newsletter                                                             July/August 2010


Local Police Get Greener
Local policing teams in your area are doing their bit for the environment.  All anti social behaviour intervention letters sent out by local policing teams will be stored electronically by the anti social behaviour team.  This will replace the previous system where hard copies were sent to the team and filed.  This new initiative will help cut our carbon footprint and save paper.  So there will be no more vehicle usage and equally there will be no more requirements for copies to be printed off.

Police and Police Authority Fund Event

West Mercia Police and the Police Authority have celebrated their first joint Community Safety Initiative Fund event at the Shirehall, Hereford.  The event was held to acknowledge the success of local community initiatives and projects.  Superintendent Kevin PURCELL, Senior Police Officer for Herefordshire and Councillor Bernard HUNT from the Police Authority, along with representatives from a number of partner agencies attended.

The Community Safety Initiative Fund Event recognised West Mercia Police and Police Authority donations to the following representatives:  Hereford Rugby Football Club, Bringsty Common Manorial Court, Teme Valley Youth Project – Youth and Community Resource Centre, Bromyard Rugby Football Club, Clive Richards Sports Ground, Herefordshire Baptist Church – Migrant and Seasonal Workers, Worcester Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre, Herefordshire Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Ledbury and District Amateur Swimming Club.

Other donations went to the following representatives: Credenhill Parish Council, Marches Family Network, Bodenham Parish Council, Noah’s Ark Trust, Little Princess Trust, Leominster Kingfishers Swimming Club, West Mercia Women’s Aid.

1st Ledbury Scout Group, Ross-on-Wye WTC – Flt Lt David Stones RAFVR(T) Adjutant, 1002 (Row) Squadron, already previously presented by Chief Inspector James McLaughlin.  There is also a further event planned.

The Big Chill!

The Big Chill 2010 was a success with less reported crime than previous years.

Approximately 30,000 attended the event near Ledbury.  A total of 33 arrests were made for offences relating to drugs, criminal damage and theft.  There was 60% reduction in crime compared to last year’s event.  The police used social websites such as Facebook and Twitter to send their crime prevention tips to people who attended.  The Big Chill page on Facebook had over 18,000 followers.

Chief Inspector Jim MCLAUGHLIN said:  “Those who attended the festival appear to have had an excellent time and were generally very well behaved.  We and the new organisers had a very good partnership which we look forward to developing even further in future years”.

New Volunteer Co-ordinator

The new Volunteer Co-ordinator Rosie NUNNERY has now officially started.  The volunteer scheme was launched in February this year and the numbers of volunteers have begun to increase.  We are now receiving more enquiries from people wishing to volunteer with the police and are keen to talk with anyone interested in joining the scheme.

Volunteers release officers and staff to concentrate on their core duties serving, protecting and making the difference and are a valuable asset to the organisation.

Rosie NUNNERY said:  “I am delighted to be appointed Volunteer Co-ordinator for Herefordshire Division, particularly at a time when volunteering is so important.  I have had the pleasure of working with some very dedicated volunteers.  I look forward to promoting our Volunteer Scheme to encourage other members of the community to participate and get involved in their local community”.

If you would like more information on the West Mercia Police Volunteer Scheme please contact:  Rosie NUNNERY on 01432 342617 for an application pack.

Police Support Partners

The police maintain the work of Herefordshire Council for Voluntary Youth Services, (HCVYS).  Small communities are supported by positive activities with an ongoing initiative and the provision of a youth leader.  HCVYS are associated with the third sector and support the voluntary sector.  They support a specific identified community need in places where there may well be a lack of resources for young people to use in their local amenities.

The sessions are aimed mainly at teenagers, but include the younger children and their parents/carers in the community as well.  It helps with community cohesion and links to being able to plan and build sustainable youth provision in these areas.  The versions of what this might look like differ according to an area’s needs and how much support can be gained from the adults in the local community.

Current teams are:  Hope under Dinmore and Steensbridge, both supported by Bromyard Rural local policing team, Leintwardine supported by Leominster local policing teams.  If you would like more information contact the Youth Inclusion Team.

If there are any adults interested in volunteering and positively supporting young people in their local communities, then they can get in touch with the Youth Inclusion Team.  We can then in turn look to link them in with partner agencies for more information, support, advice and guidance.

Youth Inclusion Team contact details:  01432 347327 or 01432 347339.
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HAVE YOUR SAY!

PACT stands for Partners and Communities Together. It gives you the chance to tell your local policing team and partners about the issues that are causing concern within your neighbourhood and which ones you want us to deal with as a priority. 

The current priorities for your area are:

· LEOMINSTER SOUTH
    1)   Anti social behaviour issues in and around Wigmore Street, Leominster.  This priority is the  


          result of face to face surveys carried out by the local policing team with residents in the area.

    2)   Anti social behaviour and thefts occurring around the Broad Street car park area, including 


      the community centre and the Priory.  This includes a continuation of the ‘boy racer’ issues 


      which are reducing with positive action from local policing and other policing ream’s assistance, 


      accompanied by timely calls to the police from residents and visitors.

·  LEOMINSTER NORTH
     1)   Anti social behaviour in the vicinity of the Booth Memorial behind Mill Street, Leominster.   
    

Late night gatherings, drinking and being noisy.  Local policing will manage this issue and work 
       with partners to try to reduce the problems.

     2)   Anti social behaviour on the Barons Cross estate where graffiti is starting to become evident.

·  LEOMINSTER RURAL
     1)   Speeding vehicles on the A4110 at Aymestrey.

     2)   Speeding vehicles in Kingsland.

     3)   Speeding vehicles in Kimbolton.

Your next PACT events are:

PACT meeting to be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 10 November 2010 at the Forbury Chapel, Leominster.

Please see below for PACT Surgeries and EVA.

PACT Surgeries & EVA

The following forthcoming surgeries are due to be held shortly:-

CSO 6480 CHRISTINA HOWARD (LEOMINSTER TOWN SOUTH)
Friday 17 September 2010  at 2.00pm Corn Square, Leominster.

Friday 15 October 2010 at 2.00pm Corn Square, Leominster.

CSO 6436 GARETH MADDOX (LEOMINSTER TOWN NORTH)
Thursday 16 September 2010 at 10.30am at Barons Cross Community Centre, Leominster.

Friday 17 September 2010 at 7.00pm at Methodist Church Youth Club, Leominster.

Thursday 14 October 2010 at 5.30pm at Barons Cross Community Centre, Leominster.

EVA Tuesday 28 September 2010 at 10.30am, Ridgemoor Road/Cheaton Close, Leominster.

PC 3642 VARDEN (LEOMINSTER RURAL)
Wednesday  8 September 2010 at 10.30am at Yarpole Church/Shop.

Thursday 16 September 2010 at 11.00am at Brimfield Village Hall.

Thursday 7 October 2010 at 11.00am at Lingen Village Hall.

EVA – ENVIRONMENTAL VISUAL AUDIT

If you see the initials EVA mentioned by us anywhere as in the above article we would like to clarify that this actually stands for “Environmental Visual Audit” which is the terminology we presently use for a "walk around and chat to establish current issues". A member of the local policing team will visit an area, together with a person who has involvement and interest in the community, be it on a personal or professional level.  This could be a local councillor, member of a housing association or a resident/business owner.

On the visit the area will be patrolled and relevant issues will be noted.   Again, these issues could be wide-ranging, from dog fouling, broken glass, litter and also including criminal matters, such as graffiti, damage etc.

Once any issues have been highlighted, the appropriate organisation will be informed (if it is not a police matter) and the issue should be actioned and dealt with in the appropriate manner.  If it is a police matter the relevant officer will be informed with a view to them tackling the issue.

If you would like to become involved in this/or other initiatives that the local policing team are undertaking, please contact us at Leominster Police Station on 0300 333 3000 or if you see us around please feel free to approach us and have a chat.
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PARTNERS AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER




NEW SUPERVISOR – LEOMINSTER LOCAL POLICING TEAM
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For those of you who don’t remember or already know Paul, he is originally from Birmingham and at his own admission has a very strong accent.  He started off with West Midlands Police where he covered the very high profile area of Lozells and Handsworth.  Paul transferred to West Mercia Police and moved his family to this area for quality of life issues and states that North Herefordshire has some of the most beautiful scenery he has ever seen and is a fantastic place to bring up his children and is safe for his wife to walk around alone.  

Paul has now returned to Leominster as Police Sergeant in charge of Leominster Local Policing Team following the recent retirement of Police Sergeant Mike DOOLAN who has moved on to pastures new where I am sure you will join us in thanking him for all his hard work and wishing him the very best for the future.  Paul says of his return that he is really glad to be back working in the 

area he loves so much and looks forward to continuing the good work of Mike in helping to make Leominster and it’s surroundings the best area in the country to live and work.  His main focus over the next year will be to make the police more accountable to their public, finding out the issues that are affecting the community and giving 100% to combat these.

If you see Paul around feel free to go and have a chat with him he will be only too glad to talk to you and discuss any issues you feel the need to approach him about or even if you just want to get to know him and have a chat.  But, a big word of warning, don’t get Paul started on the love of his life Aston Villa Football Club – because you really won’t get rid of him!!!
Allotment Open Day 
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Success – Working Together




Tag Rugby


Crucial Crew 


CSO trains in ‘Fun Sporting’ Activities

New to Leominster CSO 6562 Claire DOUGHTY has now been based at Leominster for a few months and is so far relishing her role, getting to know the area and most importantly thoroughly enjoying her posting to North Herefordshire.

Claire says that “As a Community Support Officer patrolling the Leominster area, getting involved with the community is of course an important part of my role.  I feel that working in close conjunction with schools in the area is vital and I thoroughly enjoy attending schools to take part in assemblies  and engaging with the pupils regarding all sorts of subjects that can help them to take care of them-

selves, as well as their friends and the environment.  This, in turn, enables me to build good relationships with pupils, teachers and parents alike.  To this end I am happy to report that in the near future I will be trained in 2 sorts of fun sporting activities which are Tag Rugby and Cycle Safety Training.  This will not only enable me to gain new skills with these specific activities but also life skills as well.  I feel this is a healthy way of learning and good for the brain as well as the body.  This will be a good opportunity for me to show the pupils how approachable we are and if the pupils have any concerns or positive information they want to share with me then hopefully they will be comfortable in doing just this.  I am really looking forward to completing this training and getting ‘out there’ and engaging in the fun activities and building upon the good relationships I have so far built up during my time at Leominster”.

Shed and Garden Security 

There has been an increase of shed break-ins recently around the town so please do everything you can to secure your sheds and try and follow the tips below:-

· Strong thick padlocks are ideal for your sheds and also for your gates to stop


anyone getting into your garden.

· A security light that overlooks your shed/garden could put off potential targets.

· If you have any low walls that make it easy for people to get into your garden 


then some railings would be a good deterrent.  Or, a more simple solution 


would be to put some spiky plants along the wall.

· If you see anyone suspicious on your driveway or looking around then please 


note down a good description of the person and call us straight away.  This 


could possibly be someone who is planning to come back at another time so


it is vital that we can get their details and find out exactly what they are doing.  


This could put them
off breaking into your shed.

One handy device that our Local Policing Team have found is a Wireless Garden Burglar Alarm which we have briefly detailed below.

Wireless Garden Burglar Alarm – Benefits
Suitable for use in garden/driveway/shed/garage/caravan;

Easy to install in under 10 mins;

2 weatherproof sensors;

Wireless and weatherproof PIR sensors;

No mains power needed;

Completely portable;

A huge range of uses;

Can add extra PIR’s at any time;

Up to 400ft wireless range from PIR’s to receiver unit;

Great value;

Can sound a 110dB alarm or a polite chime.

Wireless Garden Burglar Alarm – Features
The sensors detect movement up to 6 metres;

The sensors are battery operated & the battery should last over 12 months;

The chime unit can be powered by batteries;

The chime can be positioned up to 400ft (100m) from the sensors;

No interference, each system has a unique code;

Suitable for home and business use.

For more details regarding shed and garden security check out http://www.garden-security.co.uk/garden-alarm.aspx 

or contact your Local Policing team.

Free Electric Blanket Testing

Every year Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service & Herefordshire Home Check join forces to provide a free of charge electric blanket testing events at local Fire Stations.  Blankets  deemed safe are returned immediately to their owners.  The owners of the blankets that fail are encouraged to have the plug removed so they won’t be tempted to use them again.

The Leominster event will be held at Leominster Fire Station on Wednesday 22 September 2010 between 1.30am to 3.00pm.  This is FREE so if at all possible please make use of it and if there is anyone you know who are using electric blankets please let one of the Local Policing Team at Leominster know. 

A member of the Local Policing Team will also be at the Fire Station on the day so please feel free to have a chat with them.

Let’s spread the word …………it could save someone’s life.

Absence of Newsletter

Please accept our apologies that you have not received a newsletter from us since June 2010, hence the more extended version now.  This is due to staffing issues, whereby the Leominster Local Policing Team have been extremely depleted in numbers over the last couple of months due to various abstractions.  Hopefully this will soon be rectified and this bumper issue will give you as much of our latest news and information as possible.

However, the Leominster Local Policing Team are, as always, available to contact at Leominster Police Station should you need to speak to any of them on 0300 333 3000.

On Saturday 19 June 2010 from 2.00pm to 5.00pm an open day was held at the allotments in Ginhall Lane, Leominster.  Entrance was free and it gave an ideal opportunity for all to come along and have a look around.





There were various stalls including one making wooden kitchen implements very cleverly with a wooden lathe.  The stall holders were producing these objects and encouraging visitors to ‘have a go’ themselves.  There were further stalls in relation to ‘grow your own’, how to recycle and many more.





CSO 6562 Claire DOUGHTY attended on behalf of West Mercia Police and Leominster Police Station who had a stall which had previously been put together by CSO 6436 Gareth MADDOX.  Plenty of information was available in relation to a variety of subjects and CSO DOUGHTY was able to talk to members of the public about their concerns and also this gave an ideal opportunity for her to work more closely with the community.





CSO DOUGHTY states that “There was a great turn out, the sun shone and there were plenty of delicious home made cakes, tea and squash for everyone.  Children from local schools sang and received a huge round of applause from a very large and grateful audience.  The opening day was well organised and exceptionally successful and I hope that this event will happen again next year”.


             








Kingsland Primary School competed well in the regional tag rugby finals only getting knocked out at the semi final stage by Ashperton Primary School who went on to play Church Stretton in the final.  This meant that the West Mercia area successfully had 3 teams in the final 4.





Kingsland received a wild card entry to the national finals and competed well with a weakened team.  Our congratulations again go to Church Stretton who made it to the final losing out to a golden try.











ARREST – CANNABIS AND OFFENSIVE WEAPONS





Thanks to information received from Neighbourhood Watch members the local policing team arrested a young male suspected of using cannabis.  During the arrest, within 2 days of the information being received, a small amount of cannabis was found as were 2 offensive weapons that have now been taken out of circulation.  This is a great result and shows that working together we can ensure that we can and indeed do make a difference.





TOWN CENTRE DRUGS RAID





Local people have been contacting the police with concerns regarding a flat in Leominster town centre where drug taking and dealing was believed to be taking place.  The information suggested that the two residents of the flat were supplying drugs to visitors and were leaving the flat to supply to people











Thursday 17 June 2010 saw the Crucial Crew event at Hereford Racecourse.  CSO Gareth MADDOX attended along with year 6 students from Luston and Orleton School.





The event was held to educate and raise awareness in subjects such as water safety, internet safety, drug and alcohol awareness and the effects of vandalism and graffiti to communities within Herefordshire.





CSO MADDOX states “The event was very well organised and the feedback received from teachers and students was positive.  I was also personally on hand to answer any questions posed by the students/teachers with any concerns that they may have and felt that the event was a huge overall success”.





on local street corners.  Local officers have been collating these reports, surveying the property and identifying the best time to visit to get a positive result.  We have also worked in conjunction with partner agencies to co-ordinate this activity.  The flat has now been raided and both occupants arrested for possession of class ‘A’ drugs, with intent to supply.  A quantity of a substance believed to be crack cocaine has been seized, together with a substantial amount of cash.  The occupants are now on bail whilst the substance is analysed to confirm that it is in fact an illegal substance.  Following this a charging decision will be made.  This is an example of the police upholding our promise – “You said, we did”.  Please continue to let us know of our suspicions and concerns.  We will investigate the matter and let you know of the results in due course.











Some of you may remember Paul O’REILLY who was a member of the local policing team at Leominster from the summer of 2006 until late 2008 when he gained promotion and was transferred to Hereford as a Sergeant.
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